Acute cholinesterase inhibitor poisoning mimicking pulmonary oedema.
In patients poisoned with a cholinesterase inhibitor, the diagnosis may initially be missed especially when no history is available from the patient or his relatives. The predominant respiratory symptoms may suggest pulmonary oedema as illustrated by the two case reports presented here. A high degree of suspicion and a careful clinical examination are necessary to make the correct diagnosis, which eventually can be confirmed by measurement of red cell and serum cholinesterase activity.